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We’ve certainly had a mixed month, but can now enjoy haircuts and more freedom on movements and 

activities.  Gardens remain an enigma due to the cold nights and lack of rain, but dandelions seem to be 

flourishing, and bluebells are at their best.  No doubt we’ll soon forget the sadly frosted flowers on 

camellias and magnolias. 

The church community has enjoyed the resumption of services, and we have two weddings later this year.  

Do please contact Colin Wilson with any baptism request. 

Thank you to Jerry and Judy Howarth for hoisting the church union jack flag at half mast in honour of the 

Duke of Edinburgh, and for putting up the St Georges flag for St George’s day. 

 

Birthday Greetings   
Our best wishes go to:  

11th May Geoffrey Allen, 80, normally in the church 

choir.  He’s not well at present with a heart condition, 

and is awaiting the decision on treatment. 

 

In our Prayers 

 

Edward Tudor-Evans and Graham Sampson, both in 

hospital, and Ken Frodsham, now in Congleton War 

Memorial hospital after a spell in Macclesfield. 

 

Howard Brown is again opening the church every day, 

for which we are very grateful.  However the exertion 

of winding the church clock on a weekly basis is too 

much, and we would welcome one or more 

volunteers to take this on. 

 

Please let katebean@btinternet.com know of the sick 

and any future birthdays and wedding anniversaries 

we don’t know about, major ones for adults, any for 

children. 

 

Snippets 

Rev. Canon Verena Breed’s Appointment 

Our congratulations go to Verena, our previous 

Vicar, and currently Team Rector at Bicester, on 

her appointment as Archdeacon of Barnstaple.  

She was appointed by the Bishop of Exeter, 

Bishop Robert Atwell, formerly of Stockport.  See 

https://exeter.anglican.org/news/page/2/ .  Look in 

subsequent pages if more news has been added, 

resulting in pushdown. 

 

Paul and Pam Robinson’s Sons 

Tim our eldest son, who is the Editor of The Royal 

Aeronautical Society Magazine, won an Award last  

year from the Aviation Pilots Association for his 

contribution to Journalism. Two Presentation Dinner 

Events have been cancelled due to the Virus so he 

has not yet received his Award formally. Neil our 

youngest son who lives in Brussels has been invited 

to be on the Board of Directors 2021 Global Forum for 

Cyber Enterprise GFCE. Very good achievements. 

 

Marie Curie Appeal 

It  seems a gremlin got into the link for 

donations to Marilyn and Shirley’s Marie 

Curie appeal. The JustGiving page is at 

https://bit.ly/3b1N8Us so please help us 

reach our £1000 target which will go towards 

their cancelled Daffodil collection days.  Thank you. 

 
 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends 

We are all enjoying the beautiful Spring weather 

whilst on Easter break and we hope this is the start of 

things becoming ‘a little normal’. We are therefore 

looking ahead to the many summer term events that 

make the school year at Marton so special. 

For this month’s parish mag letter, I would like to ask 

you to follow this link: www.marton.cheshire.sch.uk 

and search out our Churches and Worship page. Here 

you will see a beautiful Easter video that the children 

took part in with Rev Arch as part of our Easter 

celebrations. You will also see information about Lent 

and we thought you would all enjoy this. 

There are many things on our website too so please 

enjoy reading about our wonderful school. 

With best wishes  

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 

  



The Rector's Letter - May 
 

     It was good to be back in our Church on Easter Sunday.  Under the current restrictions, we were "full" and 

although we couldn't sing the Easter hymns there was a palpable sense of celebrating not just the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, but also that we too have begun to emerge from our rather "tomb-like" existence of the past 

twelve months.   

     Now we can look forward to the "blame-game".  Although the government deserves credit for the success of 

the vaccination programme, there are many serious questions to be answered.  Thousands of families are 

mourning loved ones who died as a result of contracting the virus and it is clear to everyone that mistakes were 

made in the handling the pandemic. 

     My late father often used to say that the first rule of modern life is find someone else to blame.  However, 

blaming others when things go wrong is not a modern concept.  Think back to Genesis and the story of the Fall 

of Mankind.  Who was at fault?  Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed the serpent.  Was it God's fault for giving 

Eve to Adam in the first place?  Adam's response when challenged by God: "The woman YOU put here with me 

gave me the fruit, and so I ate it." (Genesis 3:12)  Don't blame me, says Adam, it was all down to S.O.E.  Perhaps 

mankind is in a mess because God gave human beings the gift of free will.   

     Blame is of course, closely linked with the Easter story. Jesus is blamed. We know that on the “Day of 

Atonement” the Jewish high priest, Aaron, was instructed symbolically to lay all the sins of the people on one 

unfortunate goat, and the people would then beat the animal until it fled into the desert. Instead of admitting 

and owning their faults, this ritual allowed people handily to export them elsewhere, in this case onto an 

innocent animal.  

     The image of the scapegoat powerfully mirrors the universal, but largely unconscious, human need to transfer 

our guilt onto something or someone else by singling that other out for unmerited negative treatment. You may 

know the tender face of Holman Hunt’s painting called "The Scapegoat" of 1854 (viewable by the way, at the 

Lady Lever Art Gallery at Port Sunlight), painted during one of Hunt’s crises of faith.  It is a striking, powerful 

image. 

     As the Gospels make clear, Jesus showed the world how wrong it was about sin, about who was really in the 

right, and about true judgment.  This is what Jesus first exposes and then defeats on the cross. I think it was 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu who said that Jesus did not come to change God’s mind about us. It did not need 

changing. Jesus came to change our minds about God, and about ourselves, and about where goodness and evil 

really lie. 

    Yours ever,   

    Colin   

 

April Sermons  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Gzns_Y-P0KY 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=jAsj_7YlIqI&t=2s 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Shr5EVxoh_g 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwzI3obZ0g4 
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May 2nd 

Easter 5 
Flowers: 
Sheila Kidd 

11.15 am 

Holy 
Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Charles 
Baxter 

May 9th 

Easter 6 

Flowers: 
As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 
(BCP) 

Led by: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Mary Hobson 

 

May 16th 

Sunday after 
Ascension 
Flowers:  
Freda Butler 

11.15 am 

Morning 
Prayer 

Led by: 
Readings: 

Mr D Wisener 
Bernard 
Lever 
Sharon 
Oldfield 

May 23rd 

Pentecost 
(Whit Sunday) 
Flowers:  
As last week 

11.15 am 

 Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Myrtle 
Bullock 

May 30th 

Trinity Sunday 

No 

See 

Contact 

on 223333 

Service 

Gawsworth 

Peter 

to book a 

 

Services 

Clampett 

place 

June 4th 

Trinity 1 

Flowers:  

Rose 

Brocklehurst 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Yvonne 

Brown 



WI Notes from Pam Robinson 

We have not yet met face to face waiting for the latest lockdown restrictions to be lifted. We have 

recently managed a WI Committee Meeting. We are having a Coffee Morning at Gawsworth 

Methodist Church Hall on Thursday 9th September. More details later. Cheshire Federation have been holding 

Zoom Events just open to WI Members all last year and this year also. There have been various Speakers, most 

very interesting ones. One in April was Kirsty Murphy the world’s first and only female Red Arrows Pilot. She has 

a 30 year old connection with the Aviation Industry. Besides the Red Arrows she flies with the Aerobatic Team 

called The Blades. A fascinating evening. The WI Newsletter produced by Diane Lowe and other Members has 

been very well received and the May Edition is due soon. Cheshire Federation has had to cancel many Events 

due to the Virus and the AGM at the Albert Hall is now a Virtual Meeting, not face to face of course. 

 

North Rode Parish Council.  John Narraway writes:  

The significant news that the Parish Council has been discussing over the last few weeks has been the 

"Community Governance Review".   This Review is run by the Community Committee of Cheshire East Council 

and looks at Town and Parish Council governance arrangements within Cheshire East.   It started with a pre-

consultation survey of all Cheshire East Residents.   Unfortunately the Survey was not well publicised and so its 

report came as a great surprise to all of the local Parish Councils, our local Councillor and even our local 

MP.   Nevertheless the Constitution Committee are pushing ahead with reviewing the Constitutional 

Governance Structure of Cheshire East.   This will potentially affect the boundaries of Parish Councils, the 

number and even the existence of Parish Councils and their funding responsibilities.   Suggestions from the 

Survey proposed that a large part of Eaton Parish Council was transferred to Congleton and that the remaining 

part of Eaton was merged with either Marton or North Rode.   Comments within the Survey said that the local 

Parishes had to contribute some of their precept to Congleton Town Council as their residents went to Congleton 

and enjoyed their facilities. 

A paper outlining the response from North Rode Parish Council to the whole idea was formulated by a number 

of the Parish Councillors and ably presented to the Constitution Committee on 6th April by our vice chairman, 

Georgina Bailey.   Her presentation was very well received and it was resolved by the Constitution Committee 

that where there is a proposal to change the name or alter a parish boundary, that Cheshire East Council will 

conduct a referendum, reflecting the request of the Parish Council, and the result of that referendum will be 

binding. 

The above is minuted for the Constitution Committee meeting of 6th April 2021 and will be approved on 29th 

April 2021. 

The Parish Council AGM in will be at 7.30 pm on Thurs. 20th May. 

 

Wolstenholme Elmy Way 

The Congleton bypass, opened on 19th April, was named after Elizabeth 

Wolstenholme Elmy, a campaigner and organiser in the women’s 

suffrage movement, who moved to Buxton House, Buglawton when she 

married.  Walkers, cyclists, horse-riders and roller-skaters took 

advantage of using it over the previous weekend, with some walkers 

from the Elizabeth Society and Cheshire Family History Society in period 

costumes.  Several village residents were seen taking advantage of the 

exercise opportunity on the 3½ mile pristine tarmac.   

Congleton will get a statue of this lady, who hitherto hasn’t had the 

recognition she deserves.  Traffic is increasing, and noticeably reducing 

the congestion in Congleton, even before satnav has caught up with it! 

 

 

Last Month’s Quiz - Answers 

1. Alloway   2. Wild animals   3. Little Dorrit    4.  Russia   5. Pseudonyms of Brontes 

6.  The Burrell   7. Brer Fox   8. Chaucer’s Canterbury Pilgrims   9. Georges Seurat   10. Shot himself 

  



 

“If you truly love nature, you will find beauty everywhere”  Vincent van Gogh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A year ago, as the country went into the first pandemic 

lockdown and we began our coincidental wind-down 

towards retirement, we embarked on a life-long 

project - to build an aviary.  

A year later, the aviary has been completed and filled 

with about 50 different birds, from Zebra Finches to 

Californian quail, diamond doves to owl finches, all 

running, flying, cheeping, chirping and usually 

enjoying new-found freedom after only knowing life in 

small cages. (Who knew that you could order birds 

online and have them delivered to your door like 

mail??!) 

Since then, we have spent so many joyful moments, 

quietly watching them and their antics almost every 

day discovering something new as they constantly find 

ways to amuse and entertain. It seems that their 

favourite thing and their obvious pleasure is nest-

building just for the sheer fun of it!  

As a side-effect, we have also rediscovered our love 

for the birds in our garden and community. Daily 

around our bird table we are visited by the common 

blue tit, that most of us take for granted, no less 

beautiful than an owl finch?  Goldfinches are so 

stunningly painted and the colours of a pheasant are 

magnificent and as unique as our fingerprints.  

We were also lucky to have some more unusual, 

feathered visitors to our garden this year – a reed 

bunting, a brambling, several greenfinches, various 

pheasant including a melanistic pheasant and some 

wild mandarins visiting our mandarins and Carolina 

ducks. On the park and at the lake we have taken great 

delight in spotting the mergansers, cormorants, 

swans, field fare and redwings and have even been 

thrilled to see a kingfisher  

Vincent van Gogh was right – you will find 

beauty everywhere if you take the time to look! 

Sue & Bruce Scheepers 

And as a footnote, we are pleased to report that our birds have 

started to raise the next generation! Here are some newly 

fledged Zebra finches 



Nature Notes by John Lea 

We talk about observing birds, but forget that birds observe both us and other birds.  Those two 

Mallard’s, who came up from the pond to quack outside my window, telling me that I had not been to 

feed them, saw more than I realised.  The next day they were back in the garden cleaning up scraps 

under the birdfeeders, and have repeated that every day.  My Water Hen, with his mate obviously 

brooding a nest of eggs, must have watched the two ducks waddling up from the pond to our garden 

and thought about it.  It took two or three days for him to catch on, but as I write, both he and the two 

ducks, are cleaning up under a bird feeder just outside my study window. 

They were joined by two beautiful blue Stock Doves. Not Rock Doves which were a separate species 

but, having interbred with homing pigeons, have died out. Stock Dove have remained a separate 

species with distinctive markings which are two dark blue stripes on each wing plus a dark blue tip on 

their tail.  They nest in trees, not among the branches but where a rotten branch has broken off and 

left a hole into the trunk.  They are extremely rare, but two have visited our garden for the past three 

or four springs.  Now there is only one because the female, presumably, is brooding a nest of eggs.  The 

breed almost died out when I was young, merely because they loved to feed on seed grain. Just after 

the war a ruling came in that all seed grain had to be chemically treated to prevent certain diseases.  It 

was an age when most cereals were sown in spring and by February or March those beautiful doves 

were hungry. Hand sowing or the early corn drills didn’t bury the seed quite to cleanly and the doves 

had learned through the generations to gather where grain was being sown.  That chemical treated 

seed created both infertile and weak shelled eggs causing the breed to almost die out.  Therefore, I 

was delighted to see this beautiful Dove. Later, joining him under the front birdfeeders were; two 

French Partridge, two Wood Pigeons, two Mallard Ducks with my Cock Water Hen dodging in and out 

of them.  To my surprise they were joined by a small Collared Dove, a species that is relatively new to 

this country, only moving here around 1955.  They were all trying to catch the bits that fell as the 

goldfinches and greenfinches scattered sunflower seeds from the feeders above.  It only lasted a few 

seconds, before there was a bit of tail pulling and just my water hen and the Stock Dove were left to 

clean up the scattered seed. 

Birds do learn from other species.  From my study window I watched a lovely Cirl Bunting.  It was a new 

bird to me, looking it up in the bird book I read, ‘they come no further North than Devon’.  Well, my 

bird book, like me, is obviously out of date.  This one was watching Goldfinches enjoying the birdfeeder.  

It took him two days to realise that was a good idea.  I can confirm that a Cirl Bunting now enjoys 

sunflower seeds. 

This Month’s Quiz 

 

1. The sweet you can eat between meals……… 

2. A hazelnut in every bite……… 

3. The cream of Manchester………… 

4. The bank that likes to say YES………… 

5. Your Flexible Friend…………………………. 

6. Made to make your mouth water……… 

7. The mark of a man……… 

8. Ho,ho ho… 

9. The totally tropical taste……… 

10. The mild cigar……… 

 

 

11. How do you eat yours?.... 

12. Rollin, rollin ,rollin,…… 

13. Loves the jobs you hate……… 

14.aaaahhhhh.................. 

15.Put a tiger in your tank………… 

16. Kills all known germs dead……………… 

17. The mint with the hole………… 

18. Exceedingly good cakes……… 

19. Let your fingers do the walking…… 

20. A glass and a half of milk in every bar……… 

 

Answers next month 


